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Referee Training Program

Upgrade to Regional Referee
(2nd and 3rd nights)
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Agenda for 3 Night Course
Three Courses (with exam at the end of each):

1st night U8 Official (U6/7/8)

(First Half Regional Ref Course for new refs)

2nd & 3rd night Upgrade to Regional Referee (U9/10)

(Second Half Regional Ref Course for new refs)

Last Hour of Referee Safe Haven
3rd night Online only now: see http://aysotraining.org/
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AYSO Referee Grades

U08U08
U10U10

U12U12

U8 Official / RefereeU8 Official / Referee

Basic / RegionalBasic / Regional
Intermediate / AreaIntermediate / Area

U14U14 Advanced / SectionAdvanced / Section

U16U16 National / National 1National / National 1

U19U19 National / National 2National / National 2

Div Referee Grades
Professional

Philosophic

al

Technical

Mechanical

Practical

Basic

Professional

Philosophic

al

Technical

Mechanical

Practical

Basic

U09U09

U11U11

U07U07
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AYSO Course Module Structure

11

1 Safe Haven

22
33
4455

66
777 Post Game

6 Restarting Play

5 Stopping Play

4 Starting the Game

3 Pre-Game Prep

2 Game of Soccer

8899
1010

1111
1212

1313

13 AYSO Game

12 Referee & Asst Ref
Mech – Basic 

11 Offside - Basic

10 Fouls and Misc – Basic

9 Stopping Play and 
Restarts – Basic

8 Mechanical Aspects 14141515
1616 18181717 1919

14 Referee Team

15 Fouls & Misc – Inter

16 Offside – Inter 
& AR Mech

17 Coach and Players

18 Diagonal Sys

19 Natl Ref Program

2121
2323 2424

2222
2020

20 Players and Subs

21 Offside - Adv

22 Match Prep

23 Fouls & Misc - Adv

24 Reading the Game
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AYSO Referee Training: Modules 8-13, 2

Upgrading U8 Official to Regional (“Referee”) Course,
Second ½ of new Regional Referee (“Basic”) Course

M  8: Mechanical Aspects of the Game (30 min)

M  9: Stopping Play & Restarts - Basic (45 min)

M10: Fouls and Misconduct – Basic (60 min)
M  2: The Game of Soccer (if skipped, taught here) (30 min)

M11: Offside - Basic (30 min)

M12: Referee & Asst Referee Mechanics - Basic (45 min)

M13: Understanding the AYSO Game (30 min)
Regional Referee (“Basic”) Exam (30 min)

M  1: Safe Haven Certification (60 min)
Only online now: aysotraining.org
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Materials and Resources: Modules 8-13

“FIFA Laws of the Game” (LOTG), AYSO edition
“Guidance for Referees and Coaches”, AYSO
includes

“National Short-Sided Game Rules”
“Spirit of the Game and Philosophy of Refereeing”
“National Rules and Regulations”
“Frequently Asked Questions” (or FAQ)

Reference:
“Standard Regional Guidelines”, AYSO (or your local 
regions league rules if modified from the SRG)
“Policy of Play”, (Region 43 only; or your region’s website 
for their local playing modifications)
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AYSO Philosophy & Team

Spirit of Soccer

Coaches (and everyone's) comments:

No tobacco or alcohol at field

AYSO Summary

Balanced Teams          
Everyone Plays            
Good Sportsmanship
Open Registration 
Positive Coaching 

Safe, Fair and Fun; also Fair Play

PIE: Positive, Instructional, and Encouraging

Referees
(parents)

Spectators
(parents)

Coaches
(parents)

KIDS
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BACKUP MATERIAL

Course Intro and Regional Specifics
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Course Introduction

AYSO Referee Modules and Grades

Agenda for Today

Law / Rule Books

AYSO Philosophy review
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Referee checklist …
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Referee checklist … (continued)

This is straight from the Referee Training page at http://ayso43.org/
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AYSO Referee Training: Modules 1-7

U8 Official (“Referee”) Course
First half of Regional (“Basic”) Referee Course 

(for those not taking the U8 Official course earlier)

M  1: Safe Haven Certification +++ (course and exam, 60 min)

M  2: The Game of Soccer  *** (30 min)

M  3: Pre-Game Preparation (outdoor) (30 min)

M  4: Starting the Game (outdoor) (30 min)

M  5: Stopping Play (30 min)

M  6: Restarting Play (45 min)

M  7: Post Game (15 min)

Break / U8 Official (“Referee”) Exam (15 min)

+++ sometimes not offered with course or reordered to end
*** sometimes reordered to later in course
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Materials and Resources: Modules 1-7
“Safe Haven Brochure”, AYSO
“Soccer Accident Insurance Brochure”, AYSO

“Guidance for Referees and Coaches”, AYSO
includes

“Safe Haven Book”, Job Descriptions and related
“National Short-Sided Game Rules”
“Spirit of the Game and Philosophy of Refereeing”
“National Rules and Regulations”
“Frequently Asked Questions” (or FAQ)

Reference:
“Policy of Play: Appendix A” (Region 43 only) or your 
regions website for local differences in their U8 program
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Association Football (aka Soccer)

MOST POPULAR SPORT IN THE WORLD !!!

185 Countries
in United Nations

204 Countries 
in FIFA

(Federation Internationale
de Football Association)


